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July 19, 2017
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Representatives:
The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM), the largest manufacturing association
in the United States representing manufacturers in every industrial sector and in all 50 states,
urges you to support H.R. 2910, the Promoting Interagency Coordination for Review of Natural
Gas Pipelines Act, introduced by Rep. Bill Flores (R-TX).
Domestic natural gas has transformed the U.S. economy, made our companies more
competitive, created jobs and put money back in the pockets of working Americans.
Manufacturers use natural gas as a fuel for direct process uses, such as drying, melting,
process cooling, machine drive and refrigeration; as a fuel for direct non-process uses in
manufacturing establishments, such as heating, ventilation, HVAC and lighting; as a fuel for
indirect purposes, such as boilers used to produce electricity and steam; and as a feedstock in
refining, chemicals and primary metals sectors. Over the next decade, total demand for natural
gas is projected to increase by 40 percent. Domestic manufacturing is poised to be a key driver
of this growth. Consequently, major investments in new pipeline infrastructure are required to
ensure manufacturers have a steady, reliable stream of natural gas.
Unfortunately, permitting these infrastructure projects remains a lengthy process.
Permitting should follow a comprehensive process that ensures timely and predictable decisionmaking, but federal and state permitting agencies can create roadblocks and delays when
coordination is inadequate. Strengthening the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s
(FERC’s) coordination of interagency processes is critical to the permitting of natural gas
infrastructure and ensuring manufacturers have access to this affordable resource.
H.R. 2910 would reinforce FERC’s role as the lead agency for siting interstate natural
gas pipelines by directing FERC to identify and invite all agencies considering an aspect of an
application to establish a schedule for concurrent reviews, and to impose deadlines for final
decisions. H.R. 2910 would ensure projects undergo a robust agency review while completing
that review in a timely and predictable manner.
The NAM’s Key Vote Advisory Committee has indicated that votes on H.R. 2910,
including procedural motions, may be considered for designation as Key Manufacturing Votes in
the 115th Congress.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
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